DATE: Jan 12, 222
TO: Mayor and Members of City Council
FROM: Citizens Advisory Committee ofransportation

SUBJECT: UpdatedCACT Pedestrian Safetynprovement Recommendations

The CACT is grateful to City Council for increasiitg ARPA allocaionsfor sidewalks to
$300,000 tazontinue its investmenteeC i t walkability andaccessibility

AftertheARP A a | | secoadtrdadingri shead of o u n spgring dudget discussions,
CACT discussed in December and Januaryupdatedunrankedist of recommended places to
addor improvesidewalks many of whichwould improve access to the new W&OD Dual Trails

A. Lincoln Park area , including Lincoln Avenue an d Great Falls Street
between Dorchester and W&OD Trail

Concerned neighboontactedCity staff and the CACT in fak021regarding théong
pedestriarcrossing, bad sightlinespeeding driversand plant overgrowth @ihe mid-block
easterrcrosswalkover Great Falls Stredb Lincoln Park which is very popular for families with
young childrenCity staff cleared some plant growth after checking right of way is€1A&ST
members identified otherearbypedestrian and cyclist safatyprovements:

Lincoln Park (curb extensions at east crosswalkver Great Falls Streetat DorchesterRd.)

The above areaf concern for nearby residents would benefit from curb extensions that could

shrink pedestriansdé crossing distance (i mport
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park with small children and strollerghile helpng calm trafficon busyGred Falls StreetA
HAWK beacowoul d further i mprove pedestriansd safe

Another option to consider &ddinga stretch of onavay protected bike lane on the west sifie
Great Falls tanarrow the roadwayshorten the pedestrian crossiagd improve safe bicyclist
access to the W&ODT he parking here is almost never used. The painted markingthisear
crosswalkdo not calm traffic.

Lincoln Park (curb extensions at south crosswalk over Lincoln Avenue)

Similar toshorteninghe east crosswalk, the CACT noted thadlestrian safety could be greatly

improved at thesouthermmid-block crosswalkby addingcurb extensions shrimigp e de st r i an s G
crossing distance while helping calm traffic on busycoln Avenue A raised crosswalk and
possiblyaHAWK beacorwould furthe 1 mpr ov e p elbyeslewingtrafims 6 s af ety

Great Falls Street (east side) between Lincoln Avenue and W&OD Trail (curb extensions)



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HAWK_beacon
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Adding asidewalkand possibly curb extensions (see belowthe above locatiowould link
residential areaalong Lincoln Aveiue Meridian Steet Walden @urt, and Yucatan Street to
the W&OD Trail without needing to navigate the long crosswalk over busy GreatStedist
This could be accomplished by narrowing Geat Fallsoadway (ather thamemovingmaure
trees) because the parking spaces aAa¥pever used.

Curb extensions at Great Falls Seet and Lincoln Avenue
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In addition to adding sidewalk in the above locatianssing distances at this intersection are

long, and the acute angles result in drivers cutting corners and not seeing pedestrians. Curb
extensiongorar ai sed fApork chopo ped etgrnslipilaagtonarmiv uge | S
and square the intersection and/or humps/bdltrdnake driving movements slower and more
predictable would helpnprove safety{seeSan Francisad experigcerethinking its left turnk

This could be combined with protected bike lanes on Great Falls Street between the W&OD and
Dorchester Seet usingprotected intersectieatyle curb extensions to improve pedestrian, bike,
and driver safety (note the two cyclists in the imabeve. This effort wouldcontribute to the

larger vision of th@groposedsreening Lincoln Avenuproject

CACT also recommends that staffnsider adding a no turn on red sfgneastbound traffic on
Lincoln Avenue. Drivers cannot see pedestrians waiting to cross Great FalsdBgdahe
intersection design arallarge evergreen tree at the southwester of the Lincoln/Great Falls
intersection. If a no turn on red sign is not added, please check the right of wayissues

consider trimming the lower branches of that evergreen tree to improve sightlines between
drivers and pedestrians, who have to look back and to their left when crossing to check for traffic
turning onto Great Falls as thagvigate a very long crossikaat the large, busy intersection.


https://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/10180/371771/complete+street+select+treatments+8+-+raised+pork+chop+ped+refuge+island.pdf/ba1ecc21-a24a-47af-95ca-aa4abae440bc#:~:text=Pork%20chop%20islands%20are%20triangular,phase%20of%20a%20pedestrian%20signal.
https://www.fastcompany.com/90702355/40-of-san-franciscos-traffic-deaths-are-from-left-turns-these-design-fixes-could-change-that
https://nacto.org/publication/dont-give-up-at-the-intersection/protected-intersections/
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Great Falls Street between the W&OD and Virginia Avenue (wideningidewalk)

Also near Lincoln Parkon the southern side of the W&OD Tragledestrians (often with dogs
and kids on bikes or scooters) are offeen walking in the roadwayith their back to traffic on
busy Great Falls Stret pass one another on the narsidewalk next to a fence.

A sharedusesidewalk from the W&ODTrail to PennsylvanigAvenueor Riley Street would add
a safer accegsute for trail users looking to access downtown Falls Chdrais could be
considered during the W&OD Trails intersections project.

Also, CACT also recommends adding curb extensions to shorten the pedestrian crossing distance
acrossPennsylvania Avenuand across Riley Streat Great Falls to discourage drivers from

taking those turns too fast. This would also provide more buffer between trail users crossing
Great Falls from drivers turning left from Pennsylvania to head north on Great Falls.

B. 400 block of West Broad Street (widen sidewalk and remove obstacles)
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As noted ina 2019 CACTmemd:The wutility pole and block wall
and make it difficult for wheelchairs and strollers to passs was one of the most frequisn
mentioned problem sites in the 2017 Citizen S

C. Lincoln Avenue (north side) east of Yucatan Street

Theexistingsidewalk ends two properties short of Yucatan Street, where a new curb extension
was recently completed that connects to no other sidewalks. Using the parking lane for the
sidewalk and grass arrain garden would help narrow the street and contributestgaals of

the propose@reening LincolmAvenue projectParking is regularly available across the street
andon theadjacenstreets includingyucatan StOne property facing Lincoln Aveiehas 5+

parking spots irits driveway.

D. North Oak Street (east side) south of Lincoln Avenue

corner The grass has a worn footpath frpne d e s fidesirelines @ regularly using this
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route. The sidewalk otine other side oDak Steetis narrow and has many n&DA compliant
driveway curb cuts, making this an opportunity to provide a more accessible link between
Lincoln Avenueand the W&OD especially for veterans who may have mobiitallenges

E. Little Falls Street between the W&OD Trail and Great Falls Street

(sidewalk widening)

Thanks to the amazing new bike bridge and the new W&OD Dual Trails project, Little Falls
Street has becontke new entryway into the City for manyclists and pedestriansoking to
accesslowntowrd s a m.eTheirdcentty sompleted sidewalk widening and curb bootp
from theGreat Falls/Little FalldNeighborhood Traffic Calming project have received rave
reviews Many passersbyow comment that it would be nice if the entire lengtisidewalk

from the W&OD to the top of the hill at Great Falls Street waapeally wider

This busy areanixes speeding vehicles, many pedestriaitls dogspassing each other the
street parked vehiclesn both sideslarge leaf pilesand more cyclists than in past years.

The existing sidewalkf this busy pedestrian corrid@rnarrov with many trip hazards
encroachmentgnda poorly placed utility pole toward thep of the hill near Great Falls

The Great Falls/Little Falls intersection should also be consideredrieersiorfrom a traffic

light into a fourway stopwith stop signgo avoid drivers speeding (and sometimes turning at

high speeds with pedestriapesent) to beat a red ligiithe homeowners at tseutheastern

corner support the idea and have offered to move/remove any necessary plants to help improve
sightlines to accomplistine conversion to Bour-way stop
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F. East Broad Street and East Fairfax Street (square up intersection and
shorten crosswalk )

This area ofEastBroad Steetis surrounded by mangedestriarfriendly streetsHere, the

Fairfax Street connections are offset and diagonal. For pedesthi@ns)y infrastructure is an
extremely long crosswalk on the south sid8adad to cross East Fairfax. Pedestiand

bicyclists are often crashed intwith at least two reported here in the last two yéelns. current

East Fairfaxdesign looks like &ighway oaramp and is treated as such by sonieeds headed
northeastooking to turn east on Broad. They may be looking left for oncoming traffic to take the
turn at speed (despite the stop sign) and can miss pedestrians in the crosswalk who Bre partial
obscured by a wall and hedges. CACT recommeudieng curb extensions on East Fairfax

Street to square up the intersectiomprove sightlinesteduce speedsnsure stops for turning
drivers, and significantly shorten the pedestrian crossing distance.

Also, there is no marked crosswalk on the north side of Broad across Fairfax, and no markings or
signals to cross Brogthough some make the risky choice to cross h&®&LT recommends

either addinga curb cut on the north side oa&iBroad Steetto allow a crosswalkcross Broad,
perhaps with a HAWK signal, or adding signage alerting pedestiahsyclistdo the number

of injuries at this intersection and directing them to cross at Cherry or Washington



